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Department of Education

Term: Spring 2011
	Course:            
	ELE 221-Children’s Literature
	Professor:
	Lynn G. Dowd

	Credits: 
	3 Semester Hours
	Office Hours:
	T/Th 10:00-2:00

(By appointment)

	Classroom:
	McClurg 211
	Office Phone:
	803-360-5704

	Class Meets:
	T/Th 10:50-12:05
	Email:
	Lynn.Dowd@newberry.edu


	
	
	
	


“You must be the change you want to see in the world.”

Gandhi

	Catalog Course Description: Children’s Literature 221 will consist of a survey of international literature (prose and verse representing a range of periods) for children, with emphasis on teaching methods and curricula issues.  This course requires 12 hours of field experience involving research and intervention of literature with children.

Required of all Elementary Education majors. (A grade of “C” or better is required.)

	

	Required Textbook: Literature and the Child, 7Ed, Galda and Cullinan Thomson, 2009

 ( ISBN number:-13:978-0-495-60239-2)  

	

	Supplementary Materials: Children’s books,  a number of web sites as resources

	

	LiveText Account: required

	

	CACP: Your research paper on bibliotherapy may be submitted as a Level III CACP paper if it is completed by 
mid-term. ( March 3, 2010)




	Student Learning Outcomes:
By the end of the course, students will:

1. Identify and describe the characteristics of quality children’s literature. (field experience) PLO#2
2. Read and evaluate a wide variety of children’s literature including all genres. (field experience) PLO#4
3. Develop a system for collecting and organizing information about books. PLO#5
4. Identify the elements of a literature-based curriculum. PLO#4
5. Identify the major awards presented for children’s literature. (field experience) PLO#4
6. Develop a bank of electronic resources for choosing, using and recommending children’s books. PLO#5



	Co   Standards Alignment Chart:


	Learning Outcomes
   The student will…

	Assessment(s)

	INTASC
	NCATE

	ACEI
	ADEPT

	Conceptual Framework


	#1
	Identify Literature characteristics
	Reviews of Literature

books

Test
	9-Uses a variety of ways  to collect information to form judgments
	Knowledge,skills
and disposition

Diversity

	1.Motivation, Learning and
Development
	Instruction
	Best Practices

	#2
	Identify Literature genres
	Electronic file

Review of Literature

books
	7-Plans instruction based on knowledge of subject matter
	Knowledge, skills and disposition
Diversity

	3. Instruction
3.2 Adaption to diverse students
	Planning
	Best Practices

Collaboration

Diversity

	#3
	Conduct a Literature evaluation through Literature readings in your 
field experience.
	Electronic file
	9-Uses a variety of ways to collect information to form judgments

	Knowledge, skills and disposition
	1.Motivation,

   Learning and

  Development
	Instruction
	Best Practices

	#4
	Develop a Literature-based curriculum
	Test

Integrating Literature into the curriculum
	1-Creates meaningful learning experiences

4-Uses many

 instructional approaches

5-Creates a positive learning environment

	Knowledge, skills and disposition
Diversity

	1.Motivation, Learning and
Development 

2.Curriculum

   Standards

2.8 Connect across the 

curriculum
	Instruction

Planning

Environment
	Best Practices

Diversity

Collaboration

	#5
	Identify Literature awards in your 
readings at libraries
	Test

Reflections of books read
	7-Plans instruciton based on knowledge of subject matter
	Knowledge, skills and disposition
	3. Instruction
	Planning

Professionalism
	Best Practices


	#6
	Create an organized Literature system
	Electronic file
	9-Uses a variety of ways  to collect information
	Knowledge, skills and disposition
	1.Motivation,
  Learning and

  Development

3. Instruction
	Planning

Professionalism
	Best Practices



	Department of Education Policies

Attendance:  Candidates are expected to be present, on time, and prepared for all classes. A missed class means a missed opportunity to gain knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary for your chosen career. Excessive absences or tardies will naturally lead to lower grades on work and tests because of these missed opportunities for learning. Three tardies count as one absence. Candidates may only miss a total of five T/TH classes or six M/W/F classes. Absences exceeding the stated number will result in a failing grade for the course.  Missing three classes without documented extenuating circumstances will result in a one letter grade reduction and a disposition form will be filed expressing concern about the candidate’s professional commitment. Candidates are responsible for content covered in class during their absence. Candidates who know in advance that they will be absent from class (for pre-authorized field trips, sports competition, conferences, or similar events) should notify the professor in writing before the absence and turn work in early. Education faculty members reserve the right to ask for verification when determining whether to allow candidates to make up tests or exams.  Candidates who are absent must contact the professor as soon as possible in writing and discuss the situation.

Emergency Procedures:  In case of an extended loss of in-class time due to inclement weather, sickness, natural disasters, etc. students are still responsible for completing course work by following the syllabus and posting assignments in Live Text or emailing to the extent possible.  The professor will provide course resources, answer questions and make clarifications.  It is essential that we continue with instruction and assignments during a loss of in-class time.




Academic Integrity: Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Perpetrators will receive a “0” on the assignment and a disposition letter will be placed in their Teacher Education file, as it violates Conceptual Framework Ethics. A report of Academic Dishonesty will be filed as part of the student’s record in the Registrar’s Office and with the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs.  A student may receive a grade of “F” for the course. A student whose offense is particularly heinous may be recommended to the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, who may convene the Academic Integrity Committee, possibly resulting in a judicial sanction and/or expulsion. Students with additional questions should consult the office of the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs (321-5110).

 Please remember that plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: turning in someone else’s work as your own, not citing quoted material, using the same assignment for more than one class without PRIOR approval from the instructors, and including your name on a group project when you did not do your share of the work.

	Disabilities Support: If you are a student with a documented learning or physical disability who requires special accommodations, it is your responsibility to make such arrangements by contacting Director of Student Academic Services, Kay Chandler, who also heads our office of Disabilities Support Services.  Her office is located in Wright Hall and she can be reached at 803-321-5187.  Following a confidential interview with you, she will contact your instructors to inform them of your special needs.  Note: Your instructors are not permitted to discuss your disabilities with you until you have registered with the office of Disabilities Support Services.  For further information, please visit http://www.newberry-college.net/dss


	Electronic Media: Please turn off all electronic devices, other than your laptop, when entering the classroom.  During class, please refrain from taking cell phone calls, sending and receiving text messages and emails, surfing the Internet and listening to IPods as these activities interfere with the learning environment.
Personal computers may be used in class for note-taking and other assignments given by the professor. Students using computers for a purpose other than mentioned above will be asked to shut down the computer


Course Requirements:
Field Experience: 

 (NOTE: All field experience hours must be completed in order to receive a passing grade regardless of other grades.)

1. Create an electronic file to organize children’s literature.  Include bibliographic information, summary, theme, genre, grade/reading level, relation to content for at least 60 books.

2. Candidates will complete at least 12 hours of observation in three different children’s libraries.  Record a journal entry and reflection for each visit and arrange visits during a time when you can participate in read-aloud if possible.  Visit the Newberry College Library Children’s section, a public library’s children’s section, and a school media center.  Record how the books are organized, quality of the selection, acknowledgement of the award books, approximate size of the collection, physical environment, helpfulness of the employees access to technology, and check-out procedures.  ( In order to give you as much exposure to Literature as possible, you must complete these hours.  This will help you examine and evaluate the books you plan to use in your electronic files and the book reviews.)  You will given a log to keep your field experience attendances.  Each student will turn in reflections from your Library visits.
3. Write a research paper on Bibliotherapy.

4. There will be 2 tests and a final exam during the semester.

You will also have book reviews, electronic files and Library visits to complete for your field experience.
5. Create an electronic file to organize children’s literature.  Include bibliographic information, summary, theme, genre, grade/reading level, relation to content for at least 60 books.

	6. Read and complete an appropriate review for each of the following: (This assignment plus the electronic file is the KEY ASSIGNMENT for this class and will be submitted in Live Text.)
The reviews for assignment 5 should include the following genres:

4  Poetry/Verse

10 Picture books

4 Folklore

2 Fantasy/Science Fiction

2 Realistic Fiction

2 Historical Fiction

3 Biographies

4 Nonfiction

4 Multicultural

2 Alphabet

2 Fables

2 Cinderella Tales

2 Tall Tales

2 Myths
Instruction:  
The methods used in class will vary, depending on the learning objectives, and will model Best Practice in instruction.  Activities and readings will give the students’ many opportunities to exemplify and experience the world of Literature to use in their classrooms.
  The course grade will be determined by averaging the scores on the individual assignments.
Grading Scale:
Rubrics will be given for each assignment. The scale for each rubric will be 0 to 4 points.

3.5 < A ≤ 4

3.0 < B+  ≤ 3.5

2.5 < B ≤  3.0

2.0  < C+ ≤  2.5

1.5 < C ≤  2.0

1.0  < D+ ≤ 1.5

0.5 < D ≤ 1.0

         F ≤ 0.5



	

	
	


	Professional Dress during the Field Experience:  Teacher candidates at Newberry College are expected to behave professionally and ethically in all relationships with administrators, teachers, parents and students.  In addition, candidates are expected to dress in a professional manner any time they are representing the college at a public school.  Any visit to a school during a Field Experience or Internship is in effect an interview – candidates need to make a good impression for themselves and Newberry College.  During field experience all candidates need to look like professional educators, not college students. 



	Class Conduct: Learning is a social activity.  The success of our class depends just as much on the preparation and participation of every student as it does on the preparation and participation of the instructor.  Thus, the burden of instruction is shared by all in class.  So it is your job to come to class prepared and willing to participate. As the instructor, I am dedicated to making our class a place where all can freely and openly participate.  Everyone comes to class with a variety of ideas, points of view, and opinions.  You should feel free to express those on the topics at hand while in class, regardless of what those opinions are.  You should also, then, be prepared to entertain challenges to those views, either from other students or the instructor.  Self-examination, questioning of assumed and long-held views, and the articulation and defense of deeply held beliefs will be asked of you.  This can be scary and even painful, but our goal is to allow it to take place in a safe environment, where individuals are free to express their views and dissent.  As the instructor, I am not free of these obligations.  I have my own views about the topics at hand; my stand on various positions will be apparent.  Yet my views should not become your views, nor should they be the views parroted back on various examinations or assessments.  Test your views, argue for them, try out others.  Just do not be afraid to question the assumptions of yourself and others around you, or all this college business will be largely in vain.

In an effort to create a place where views can be freely expressed and discussed, I expect (and will enforce) civil conduct in our discussions.  Belittling, sarcasm, insults, and raised voices will not be tolerated.
Research Base:

  Reading Matters, Journal of South Carolina Council of IRA  Winter, 2005, Vol. 6

  Literacy: Helping Children Construct Meaning, David Cooper, 6th edition, Houghton-Miffin Co. 2006
  Diane Stephens’ Research on Whole Language: Support for a New Curriculum (Richard Owens, 1991
  (ISBN-1-878450-13-1)

  Johnson, Terry D. and Daphne K. Louis, Bringing it all Together, a program of Literacy (Heimemann, 1990.




Course Essential Question:  Does a variety of Literature influence our lives for continuous learning?

Course calendar:
	Class
	Date
	Topic/Activity
	Assignments for next class

(assignments may be adjusted as necessary)

	1
	Jan. 13
	Syllabus and assignments overview/Live Text

Chapter 1 History of Children’s Literature
	  

	2
	Jan.

18
	Chapter 1-book awards/evaluation criteria/Censorship and Diversity

Elements of Literature-Appendix A


	Prepare for book talks

	3
	Jan.

20
	Book Talks


	Activity page 13 Review Chapter 1-test

	4
	Jan.

25


	Test Chapter 1

Chapter 2-Power of Literature
	Book Talk presentations Thursday

	5
	Jan.

27
	Book Talk presentations

Chapter 2-Readers/Ideology
	Read Chapter 3 pages 57-62 (Evolution of Picture books)

	6
	Feb.

1
	Chapter 3-picture books/examples of classic books
	Prepare to share a picture book Thursday



	7
	Feb.

3
	Chapter 3 continues

Picture book sharing

 
	Poetic Techniques-create 1 example to share-page 147

Read page 148-Break It Up!     Page 167-Fifteen Minutes

	8
	Feb.

8
	Chapter 4-Forms of Poetry - Using Poetry in the Classroom (poetic techniques)
	Prepare to share a poem ( finger 

play, rhyme, etc)

	9
	Feb.

10
	Poem presentations
	

	10
	Feb.

15
	Chapter 5-Folklore/examples
	

	11
	Feb.

17
	Chapter 6-Fantasy/Science Fiction/examples for lower elementary and upper elementary
	Chapter 7- Read pages 232-235-History 
Realistic Ficton



	12
	Feb.

22
	Chapter 7-Realistic Fiction/examples
	Prepare for Test #2

	13
	Feb.

24
	Test #2
	Chapter 8-Read pages 255-260-Historial Fiction

	14
	Mar.

1
	Chapter 8-Historial Fiction/examples
	Research paper due ( can be used for CACP-level III)

	15
	Mar.

3
	Bibliotherapy presentations
	

	16
	Mar.

15
	Continue Bibliotherapy presentations
	Chapter 9-Read pages 285-290-Defining Biography and Memoir

	17
	Mar.

17
	Chapter 9-

biography
	

	18
	Mar.

22
	Chapter 9-Memoir
	Chapter 10- Read pages 304-307- Defining Nonfiction

	19
	Mar.

24
	Chapter 10-Nonfiction-examples in the classroom
	

	20
	Mar.

29
	 Math and Science connection 
	Prepare to share 1 nonfiction with an activity

	21
	Apr.

5


	Share Nonfiction books
	

	22
	Apr.

7
	Chapter 11-Literature-based instruction for K-3
	Library research due

	23
	Apr.

12
	Chapter 11-integrating the curriculum
	According to grade level interest-prepare an integrated lesson with 1 subject area

	24
	Apr.

14
	Chapter 12- Literature-based instruction for intermediate and middle grades
	

	25
	Apr.

19
	Practice techniques for reading with integration
	Integration presentations

	26
	Apr.

21
	Appendix B,C


	

	27
	Apr.26
	Exam Review 
	

	28
	
	
	Final exam-

	29
	
	
	

	30
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7
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19
	Practice techniques for reading with integration
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	29
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