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COURSE NUMBER: MUS 472

COURSE NAME: Choral Methods and Materials
MWF 1:00-1:50
AMC 103
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Materials and methods of teaching public school choral music at all levels, including 16 hours of practicum in public school music classrooms.
PROFESSOR: Dr. Chris Sheppard
Office: AMC 216
Office Phone: 321-5181
E-mail address: chris.sheppard@newberry.edu
Office Hours: 
M   9:00-10:00 a.m.

W   11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Th   12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m.

F     12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m.
REQUIRED TEXT: 
Choral Music: Methods and Materials



Barbara A. Brinson




0028703111
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: Newberry College is committed to monitoring student learning for continual program improvement. This class has course-level student learning outcomes which are aligned to overall program learning outcomes. This course is designed to address the major topics below:
· Think critically about choral pedagogy, in order to develop and continually refine a philosophical stance that can 
· sustain and inform me in my teaching career, and 
· contribute to the advancement of the profession. PLO 4
· Apply knowledge about the human voice in order to teach students of all ages and abilities how to sing alone, sing with others, and take care of their voices. PLO 2
· How to find age-appropriate choral literature, and then select, order, and study it.  PLO 2
· Programming choir concerts.
· Recruiting and retaining students in a choral program.
· Structuring choir rehearsals for optimal learning, efficiency, and productivity. PLO 3
· Organization and administration of a choir program in terms of (a) curricular structure, (b) budget, (c) keeping organized, (d) public relations, (e) fundraising.
· Taking a proactive stance toward discipline and behavior management in choir contexts.
Other topics will include holding auditions, addressing physically disabled students in choir, philosophies of choral sound, special events (tour, musical, madrigal dinner), and teaching sight-singing.
Newberry College Department of Music Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs)

The student majoring in music will:

1. Demonstrate competency and improvement in music performance. 

2. Attain content knowledge of music theory, music history, music literature, music technology, and music pedagogy appropriate for their individual degree program. 

3. Demonstrate growth of written and oral communication skills using appropriate music terminology. 

4. Develop skills of critical thinking. 

5. Develop an awareness of musical diversity as human expression. 

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS will include lecture, group work, assigned readings and much discussion. 
CACP: This course will not have a CACP opportunity.
ATTENDANCE POLICY: Miss no more than two (2) class meetings for any reason. Failure to complete this requirement will result in lowering the final grade one increment for each further absence.
	
	Percentage of grade

	Small/daily assignments
	20%

	Programming project
	15%

	Management plan (at mid-term and end of semester)
	20%

	Field experience (at mid-term and end of semester)
	20%

	Choral Journal article reviews
	15%

	Participation
	10%


COURSE GRADING SCALE:
A
90-100


C
70-77

B+
88-89


D+
68-69


B
80-87


D
60-67

C+
78-79


F
59 and below

CACP

There is no opportunity to write a CACP paper within this class.

CENTER FOR STUDENT SUCCESS:
 The Center for Student Success (CSS) is currently located in Wright Hall. The building offers quiet study spaces and a computer lab.  During the academic semester, Wright Hall is open and available beginning at 7:15AM Monday through Friday and closes at 8:00PM Monday through Thursday and at 4:30PM on Friday.  Other services offered to all Newberry College students for academic enhancement are free and include: academic orientation and new student advisor assignment, career services, content area peer tutoring, disability services, international programs, organizational skills, study skills, time management, writing assistance and other services.   

 

To obtain specific services, please use the following guidelines:

 

Disability Services – Students enrolled in the Disability Services Program must identify themselves and present documentation of their disability signed by an approved professional in order to have an accommodation letter put in place.  This can be accomplished by contacting Ms. Kay Chandler in the Center for Student Success by phone (803-321-5187), e-mail (kay.chandler@newberry.edu) or in person to schedule an initial meeting.  ALL records are kept confidential for the protection of our students. 

 

Note: Your instructors are not permitted to discuss your disabilities with you until you have registered with the Office of Disabilities Support Services. 

 

International Programs – Students seeking assistance with Study Abroad opportunities or scholarship options for international educational avenues can drop-in or schedule an appointment with International Programs Specialist, Heather Hamblin, through email at heather.hamblin@newberry.edu, or by phone at (803)321-5278. 

 

International Students – Problems, questions or concerns regarding your experience at Newbery College can be directed to Heather Hamblin as well.

 Peer Content Tutoring – Please send an e-mail request including course title/number, professor teaching the course, and department to tutor.request@newberry.edu  (For example, ENG111: Freshman Composition, Dr. Jones, English Dept.)

 

TECHNOLOGY POLICY:

Unless otherwise requested by your instructor, the use of electronic equipment such as cell phones, radios, music playback devices (e.g. iPods) and laptop computers is prohibited during all classes. Specifically, students may not make or accept cell phone calls; accept of send text messages; read or send e-mail messages; or listen to recorded media during class. Cell phones must be either off or muted and out of sight during class. Laptop and hand-held computers must be closed and stowed during class. The only electronic devices allowed in class are hand-held calculators (when appropriate), hand-held voice recorders and digital cameras for the purpose of recording instructional content. To the extent that calculators, voice recorders and digital cameras are incorporated with cell phones, the cell phone and digital messaging capabilities of these devices shall be disabled during class. If, at the sole discretion of the instructor, the use of a particular electronic device shall be deemed disruptive or counter productive in the classroom setting, he/she shall have the authority to ban such a device from his/her classroom.

POLICY ON ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

Academic integrity at Newberry College assumes that all work, written or oral, submitted by a student is that student’s own work. I adhere to the College’s policy, which deals severely with cheating—including plagiarism. [Plagiarism is the theft of another person’s words or ideas. It is a dishonest, unethical attempt to claim someone’s work as your own—and will not be tolerated in this class.] Students who fail to comply will receive one of these penalties: (1) A paper may receive a grade of “0”; a Report of Academic Dishonesty will be filed as part of the student’s record in the Registrar’s Office and with the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, (2) A student may receive a grade of “F” for the course; a Report of Academic Dishonesty will be filed with the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and the Registrar, as part of that student’s permanent record, (3) A student whose offense is particularly heinous may be remanded to the Associate  Dean of Academic Affairs, who may convene the Academic Integrity Committee, possibly  resulting  in a judicial sanction and/or expulsion. Students with additional questions should consult the office of the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs (321-5110).

PANDEMIC PREPARATION PLAN:

Students are expected to adhere to the College’s Pandemic Preparation Plan, including taking appropriate personal preventive measures to avoid contracting influenza and other communicable diseases, minimizing personal contact with others when feeling ill, and following instructions of Newberry College administration/Wellness Services personnel if quarantined or if an official pandemic is declared. Individual students who are sick should notify course faculty of their illness as soon as possible to develop a plan for completion of course requirements within the timeframe of the course. If students are quarantined and therefore unable to attend a rehearsal or if face-to-face lessons are cancelled because of a pandemic emergency, students will be notified as to the course requirements. In some cases, students may be required to take an “Incomplete” at the discretion of the course faculty.

Course calendar (tentative)
Week 1

Intro and Chapter 1
Week 2

Chapter 2

Week 3

Chapter 3

Week 4

Chapter 4

Week 5

Chapter 5

Week 6

Chapter 6

Week 7

Chapter 7

Week 8

Chapter 8

Week 9

Chapter 9

Week 10

Chapter 10

Week 11

Chapter 11

Week 12

Chapter 12

Week 13

Chapter 13

Week 14

Final projects
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